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OAS COUNCILLORS, 2019–2020

President: Doug Hart
Vice-Presidents:

Annie Pepers, Anton Lambaart
Immediate Past President:

Nic Dempster

Councillors: 
Jenny Longstaff, Geoff Adams, 

Julia McNaughton, Raimo Kuparinen, 
Peter Nicholls, Mari Gomes-Bradford, 

Brenda Nyhof, Celia Duff, 
Lorna Allan, Lindsay Campbell, 
Allie Simpson, Danielle Munro.

Spring 
Exhibition

The standard of members’ work in 
exhibition submissions goes from 
strength to strength. We have come to 
expect a wide variety of media utilised 
by our members, and this year it has 
seemed even more varied. 

For our 2019 Spring Exhibition, 
sponsored by Ryman Healthcare, 
the top three awards were of equal 
value. Out of the 200 entries received, 
our exhibition judge, Claire Beynon, 
presented these winners: 

Pictured at the opening of the Spring Exhibition 
on Thursday 24th October: Pauline Bellamy, 

Anne Baldock, and Marie Reid.

Members’ Meeting
Thurs. 21st November at 7.00 pm

 
Last Members’ Meeting for the year!

Kate Morgan,
Sales Advisor 
from Ryman 
Healthcare.

“Finding the Words”
The meeting, led by Jenny 
Longstaff, will explore verbal 
communication of “painting 
with words” through poetry and 
creative writing. 
There will be a presentation by
Claire Beynon (judge of 
the Spring exhibition), with 
additional poetry contributions 
by OAS members Danielle 
Munro and Eleanor Girvan.
We will also discuss critiquing 
art, how to assess qualities of 
a painting and to comment on 
them, aided by Lorna Allen. Eleanor Girvan

Danielle Munro

First Equal
Desi Liversage,
Measles,
Stitched.

Kylie Matheson,
Rest, Queen Rabbit,
Ceramic.

Jerry S. Howlett,
The Towers,
Mixed media.

See page 3 for more 
photos from the 
exhibition.

Below:  exhibition judge 
Claire Beynon with Kylie 
Matheson’s winning entry.



SpRING ExHIBITION 2019 
sponsored by Ryman Healthcare

This is the second year we have been blessed with the 
involvement of Rymans who have invested in our Spring 
Exhibition both monetarily and to give meaning to our 
talented membership. We trust that this partnership will 
continue into the future years.

Caring, sharing, respect, and innovation are words that 
could adequately describe both Rymans and the Otago 
Art Society. We are both passionate about how we treat 
our membership and how we are an inclusive organisation, 
following the guidelines set down by the DCC Ara Toi Art 
Strategy. Rymans as a group are very generous in supporting 
the arts in a wider sense and see the viewing and production 
of artworks as very beneficial to the residents in their care. 
We share the notion that the process of making art in many 
diverse forms enhances the wellbeing of people. It has been 
proven statistically that people who create artworks live a 
much longer and more fulfilled life.

This exhibition features a large variety of new material 
– jewellery, creative ceramics, 3D construction dioramas, 
hanging tapestries with deeply personal meanings, concrete 
constructions, photography work and a range of exquisite 
landscape paintings and contemporary portrait work.

Art is the vehicle that allows us to express that which 
cannot be put into words, and it is surprisingly effective 
at doing precisely that. Art appeals to our emotions and 
connects with us on a deep level. Creative artists stimulate 
us, create intense feelings, nurture our curiosity, and boost 
our creativity with their meaningful artworks.

The task of a judge is to feel something in the artworks 
that they are observing and our judge, Claire Beynon, has 
had such a task. She is a well known poet, author and 
artist.

Claire’s passion is the arts as an instrument of teaching, 
healing, environmental strength and world peace. She has 
spent time collaborating with creative artists from the realms 
of music, theatre, film and science. Claire has also spent 
two seasons in Antarctica, which changed her viewpoint of 
the planet and her place in the world as well as learning the 
true meaning of cold.

To sum up, she brought a wealth of experience to enable 
her to judge this very diverse exhibition of 200 works.

Well done to all participants because without your input 
these shows wouldn’t happen. Your input is vital and 
your artwork ‘wows’ the public and tourists who visit our 
historic galleries. The range of artwork keeps getting more 
adventurous, varied and skilful. 

President’s Message
Doug Hart Looking to the future

This is an exciting time for the Society. We have a number 
of initiatives in the planning stage, such as the preservation 
of our Heritage Collection and the possible conversion of the 
disused toilets. This would be dependant on the decision 
and funding of the DCC heritage and building departments 
to enable us to convert this room into a much more useable 
space. It would house the heritage paintings in purpose-
built racking systems with a controlled atmosphere to 
prevent deterioration of the paintings etc. This aspect of 
the society is much overdue as the storage in the clock 
tower room is not fit for purpose.

Next year, in addition to our own shows, we also have 
four major exhibitions. The first is the Pastel Association 
of New Zealand, who are bringing the best of the country’s 
pastel artists here to Dunedin for the first time. The second 
exhibition is the Hope and Sons prestigious show with 
prizes totalling $10,500. We have a very talented judge 
already for this. Thirdly, we have the ever popular and 
hotly anticipated Edinburgh Realty Awards, and finally the 
National Ceramic Association of New Zealand with their 
diamond anniversary show.

Get ready for other shows that are happening especially 
‘Summer Squares’ where we invite you to produce artwork 
that is square, up to the maximum size of 50 x 50 cms. This 
does not exclude ceramics or 3D modelling.

Sad News
With sorrow, I report the death of Ngaere Moss, who 

was a great supporter and active contributor to the Society. 
Although I only met her briefly, she will be remembered by 
all who knew her as a skilled illustrator and exhibitor. 

Another sad death is that of renowned potter Danny 
Moorwood, again a stalwart of the Society. I have shared 
quite a few yarns with Danny when he was working in the 
gallery shop. He gave freely of his time, but most important 
of all, he mentored a number of other potters by giving 
them verbal and hands on advice. He will be sorely missed 
as well by the members and ceramicists of New Zealand.

In addition to this news, Jan Ingram, our new shop 
assistant, has suffered a health setback and will be 
unavailable to work for the foreseeable future. We all wish 
her a speedy rehabilitation; her contribution to the OAS 
and also her lovely painting skills will be missed.

The Society is putting in plans to cover the shop 
operations in her absence.

Finally, I wish you well as we go forward into summer and 
the season of good will. I am very grateful for the superb 
support that you all show to the running of our Society.

Emmellee rose pictured at her solo 
exhibition ‘Urban Grids and Precious 
Lands’ held at OAS last month.

Francis Nicholls pictured 
checking in his entry with Doug 
Hart to the Spring Exhibition. 
The oil on board painting, 
‘Aftermath 1’, gained Highly 
Commended for the artist in the 
exhibition.

The Moray Gallery in Princes Street 
is currently holding an exhibition 
of Francis Nicholls’ contemporary 

Impressionist landscape oil 
paintings until 22nd November. 



thanks for the memories – 
thanks for your contribution

Recently, we have had to bid farewell 
to two members who have given a 
significant part of their time and 
energy to our Society.

Ngaere Moss was an OAS 
Councillor for many years as vice-
president. She played a major role 
in OAS activities, especially with 
the hanging committee, Youth Art 
Awards, and the annual Demo Days, 
as well as being a contributing artist.

15% off Museum Canvas 
25% off all other 
canvas products

57 HANOVER STREET,
DUNEDIN

EMAIL andii@art-zone.co.nz
PH/FAX (03) 477 0211

www.rt-zone.co.nz
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PICTURE FRAMING

Danny Moorwood was a highly 
regarded potter of national acclaim 
who did much to elevate standards 
at OAS. He was generous with his 
knowledge and his time, being 
a mentor to many and a regular 
volunteer in the OAS shop.

Ngaere Moss pictured with Andrew Cook 
at an OAS exhibition opening in 2015.

Examples of Danny 
Moorwood’s award-
winning pottery.

Spring Exhibition: 3 Equal Top Prize Winners

Kylie Matheson’s ceramic, ‘Rest, 
Queen Rabbit’, was a winner 
(pictured on front page).

Left: Desi liversage with her 
stitched work, ‘Measles’.

Below: Jerry Howlett and his mixed 
media work, ‘The Towers’.

Spring Exhibition / Highly commended: Desi Liversage, Jan Ingram, 
Doug Hart, Pauline Durning, David Elder, Francis Nicholls, Baden French.

Special Mention: Jude Ansbacher, Jamie Gill, Gillian Pope, Sue Adams. 

PORTAGE CERAMIC AWARDS
The Portage Ceramic Awards 
is Aotearoa’s best-known 
barometer for developments 
in the field of ceramics. (It was 
established in 2001 and is 
administered by Te Uru Waitakere 
Contemporary Gallery.) 

Among the 19 finalists this 
year are six from Otago. Most of 
these ‘locals’ have had entries in 
OAS exhibitions: Liz Fea, Kylie 
Matheson, Nicole Kolig, Blue 
Black, Madeleine Child, and 
Kate Fitzharris.  Good luck for 
the Awards announcement on 
21st November!

portrait Models Wanted

Would anyone like to be 
a portrait model for Jude 

Ansbacher on Demo Weekend 
23rd and 24th November?  

Phone 4731650



Editorial comment:    Unless otherwise attributed, all items in the OAS monthly newsletters are compiled by the editor, 
Jenny Longstaff (past President 2013–16). The newsletter is approved by OAS Council before printing and distribution. 
Contributions are welcome: stories, photos, news, exhibitions, tuition etc. 
Please email Jenny to discuss:   j.a.longstaff@gmail.com  or phone her on 021 1326 053.  Deadline: information must arrive a 
week before end of month to appear in following month’s issue.  The OAS Newsletter is printed by Hope and Sons.

Events Calendar
•  OAS SpRING ExHIBITION
Sponsored by Ryman Healthcare

On show through to 21st Nov.
(please collect your works promptly 
at conclusion of exhibition as Demo 
Weekend follows immediately.)

•  MEMBERS’ MEETING

7pm, Thursday 21st November

“Finding the Words” – poet and 
mixed media artist Claire Beynon 
will give a presentation, followed by 
creative writing contributions from 
OAS members Jenny Longstaff, 
Danielle Munro and Eleanor Girvan.
Also, Lorna Allan will discuss ideas 
around critiquing artwork.

This is our last members’ meeting 
for the year. Come along!

•  DEMO WEEKEND

10am to 4pm, Saturday 23rd and 
Sunday 24th November.

Come and talk to and watch OAS 
artists as they demonstrate their 
techniques in various media.

•  Love • Buy • Take

Receiving from 25th November.
Exhibition will continue through 
Dec. and Jan. Unsold works to be 
picked up on 9th Feb.

Bring in your affordable artworks 
(max. $1,000). All works must have 
an entry form. When works are sold 
and taken they will be replaced by 
others.

DEMo WEEKEND at oas 
23rd & 24th November

10am to 4pm each day   
This is a wonderful opportunity to watch 

artists working on their latest projects and talk 
to them about their techniques. 

it’s always a fascinating weekend!

HOPE AND SONS

2020

ENTRIES CLOSE
6 APRIL 2020

ENTRY FEE
ONE ENTRY: $30.00
TWO ENTRIES: $50.00

PRIZES
1ST $5000 | 2ND $3000 | 3RD $2000
PEOPLE’S CHOICE $500

FOR MORE DETAILS
AND THE ENTRY FORM
WWW.OTAGOARTSOCIETY.CO.NZ
OR WWW.HOPEANDSONS.CO.NZ

EXHIBITION
OTAGO ART SOCIETY,
DUNEDIN RAILWAY STATION

2 MAY 2020 – 13 JUNE 2020
OPEN DAILY 10AM - 4PM

ENTRIES NOW OPEN

‘THE DARING’

Four of our OAS artists will be 
exhibiting in our gallery 
26th Nov. – 8th Dec.

Di Wales, Joy Heazlewood,
Murray Hanan, Marian Dawson.

Otago potters Group

Community Gallery
20 princes St.

10am–5pm daily.

15–30 November

Opening 5.30 Fri. 15th

Right: Geoff Williams and 
Lorna Allan at last month’s 

members’ meeting.

Artist Bruce Hunt, below right, was our guest speaker at the 
October members’ meeting. What a treat to hear him speak 
of his passion for the land and how he goes about depicting 
it. His detailed and evocative landscapes were very much 

admired. Film footage by his 
partner, Fabia Oliveira, below 
left, accompanied some of the 
presentation.

Dunedin’s smallest 
art show!

Paintings with a 
nautical theme by 
Jude Ansbacher.
95 Norwood St, 

Normanby.
Opens Saturday 
November 9th at 
2pm. Also open 

Sunday 10th and 
Saturday 16th Nov. 

11am-4pm.
Other times by 
arrangement.

Phone 4731650

BELLAMYS GALLERY  •  Macandrew Bay
Opening function: 9th November, 5.30pm

Exhibition runs from 9th Nov –1st Dec. (hours: 12–5, Wed –Sun.)

Exhibition by Jon Chapman


