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OAS COUNCILLORS, 2019–2020

President: Doug Hart
Vice-Presidents:

Annie Pepers, Anton Lambaart
Immediate Past President:

Nic Dempster

Councillors: 
Jenny Longstaff, Geoff Adams, 

Julia McNaughton, Raimo Kuparinen, 
Peter Nicholls, Mari Gomes-Bradford, 

Brenda Nyhof, Celia Duff, 
Lorna Allan, Lindsay Campbell, 
Allie Simpson, Danielle Munro.

You are invited to the exhibition 
Opening of ‘Land, Sea and Skies’

by Heather Maxwell, Artist/Printmaker

Opening 2pm, Saturday 8th February, 
in the Artzone Galley, OAS.

Featuring paintings & etchings, past & present.

Members’ Meeting
Thursday, 20th February

7.00pm

Award-winning OAS artist 
Raimo Kuparinen will be demonstrating 

pastel drawing techniques.
Doug Hart will be presenting 

‘The early history of Art, design and 
technology in English Gardens.’

Come along to 
our members’ 
meetings to enjoy 
a cuppa and 
chat with fellow 
members, to learn 
something, and 
to support the 
effort that goes 
into preparing the 
presentations.

Welcome to 2020 – we have a busy year ahead!
Your OAS Council will be managing a full year of exhibitions and activities to make 
this a Society worth belonging to. Your help as contributing members is always 
much appreciated. Don’t be shy! With such a busy tourist season, volunteers 
in the sales gallery shop are required, especially on weekends. If you can help 
occasionally, please contact the Sales Gallery Coordinators, Ness or Sarah.
We have a brilliant batch of volunteers, but recently we have lost the services of 
several regulars and need some replacements. Can you help?

Raimo 
Kuparinen

Visitors and locals alike 
have been spoiled for 
choice over the holiday 
season with the variety 
of work available in the 
well-stocked shop and 
galleries.

Heather, formerly an Otago artist and OAS President 
in 2003-04, now resides in Christchurch.

The exhibition runs from 9th February to 8th March.
A percentage of the sales will go to Hawkesbury Community Living Trust. 



Welcome to a New Year and a new decade!
This is the first newsletter of 2020 and we’ve got an 

exciting year ahead of us. There are two National Exhibitions, 
namely the prestigious Pastel Association exhibition and 
the National Ceramic Society exhibition. We also have two 
South Island shows, the Hope and Sons and the Edinburgh 
Realty to look forward to. In addition, OAS society members 
have among other exhibitions, the 144th Annual, Summer 
Squares and the Affordable Art show. 

There is also Youth Art, the Artists’ Demonstration 
weekend, and various private members’ exhibitions, for 
example ‘Dose’, a look at natural cures and pharmacy by 
Sophie Smith and Nicola Jones. A former OAS President, 
Heather Maxwell, has her own exhibition entitled ‘Land, 
Sea and Skies’, opening this weekend. 

The OAS is very happy to present a wealth of differing 
ideas and subjects to enliven its galleries.

Artists as social commentators
With a new decade beginning, it’s important that we, as 

creative people, record and try to influence the social and 
environmental concerns that threaten the stability of the 
world. If you look back over the centuries of creative works, 
you begin to appreciate the documentation of conflict and 
catastrophe that has beset many civilisations. The recent 
conflagrations in Australia are a reminder that environmental 
damage on an unprecedented scale is threatening the very 
fabric of society and the ecology of that country. Artists are 
recording the effects in many ways, from digital platforms 
to brushwork and sculptures, to try and influence the 
leadership and policy makers of the nation. The public are 
moved by the images that art portrays in bringing meaningful 
messages to everyone. 

A picture speaks a thousand words. A photograph can 
change a thousand minds.

The role of an official war artist is to embrace the causes, 
course, and consequences of conflict, and has an essentially 
educational purpose. These artists record military activities 
in ways that the written word cannot convey. Their art 
collects and encompasses the experiences of the men and 
women who endured it. Many  famous artworks such as 
‘Guernica’ by Picasso, The Sandham Chapel murals by 
Sir Stanley Spencer, ‘The charge of the Light Brigade’ by 
Thomas Jones Barker, Otto Dix and his experiences in the 
trenches and the harrowing film coverage of a Vietnamese 
girl running from a napalm attack ensure that the public is 
aware of these conflicts for generations to come.

Environmental artists such as Andy Goldsworthy, who 
crafts his sculptures out of natural found materials like 
ice, leaves, branches and rocks, leaves us pondering the 
fragility of the natural landscape. Agnes Denes who was the 
grandmother of this genre of art, planted two acres of wheat 
in Lower Manhattan in a composition entitled ‘Wheatfield, 
a Confrontation’, showing the importance of remembering 

President’s Message
Doug Hart

nature’s place even within a city. Or Chris Jordan, whose 
work is based on the wholesale waste in consumerism, 
with images such as ‘Albatross’ - highlighting the plight of 
the birds, and a series called ‘Intolerable Beauty: portraits 
of American Mass Consumption’.

These are some of the notable image makers that 
changed people’s perception of race, creed, warfare, 
decadence, famine, ecology and faith. 

Courage and hope
As some of you might know, Jan Ingram and Murray 

Ayson have had, and still have, ongoing medical events. I 
visited Jan last week and found her to be in great spirits, 
determined to set herself goals for the future and determined 
to get better. We had a really good conversation and I set 
her a task to produce an artwork for the Summer Squares. 
She is going to attempt it and I will be so happy if I can 
hang it.

Murray and Joan Ayson have put together a book of 
Murray’s paintings over the years. It is now at the printers 
and will be on sale through our gallery. The proceeds from 
the sale will go to a cancer charity. I’m eagerly awaiting 
this publication and hopefully you are too. Murray’s work is 
absolutely superb.

Summer Squares
This exhibition is generously sponsored by J. W. Smeaton 

and Co. Accountants. Tony Eyre and Margaret Koski, senior 
employees in the firm, have been actively involved in the 
Society over the past few years. The company promotes 
a love of art and an understanding of the vital role that 
the OAS plays in the enrichment of the creative Dunedin 
scene. Summer Squares came about as a result of trying 
to break new territory in our members’ exhibitions. It will 
be interesting to see the result of many square paintings 
of various sizes adorning the walls. From my point of view 
it’s a challenge to rise to and break away from collections 
of rectangular artwork for a change. I do hope that you will 
agree.

Painting groups
Finally, our painting groups on a Monday and Thursday 

are still being supported but we’d like to see a few more 
members coming together to create art. It’s a great time 
to spend in the company of others and to exchange ideas 
and techniques.

Volunteering
Our volunteer base could also do with a topping up in 

the gallery shop. Ness and Sarah are actively seeking new 
people to carry the load, particularly at weekends. It’s a 
great society and we’d like YOU to be an active part of it.
Happy creating, everyone.

Doug Hart

Remember to collect your unsold 
works on Sunday 9th February. 
It is also Receiving Day for the 
Summer Squares exhibition, 
10am–4pm. 

‘Summer Squares’ 
Exhibition sponsored by

Exhibition 
Opening

Friday 14th Feb.
6.00pm



How to Do and Where to Start! 
A One Day Pastel Workshop                                                                      

with NZ and Australian Master Pastellist    

Maxine Thompson 

 

DUNEDIN   

20 March 2020   -   8.30 to 4pm 
Venue – Dunedin Labour Party Rooms, Macandrew Road Dunedin 

A great refresher on landscapes, people and animal portraits! 

Be part of a full-on day jam packed with tips and tricks!   

   All levels catered for; individual attention, demonstrations and                                             
full explanations; all work is critiqued individually. 

Maxine tours the world teaching pastel art, enjoying the unexpected 
opportunities that come her way. Her generous teaching style appeals to 

beginners and advanced artists alike.                                        
www.maxinethompsonportraitartist.com   

Pastel sets are available to hire for the day. 

Tuition Cost $110 
Full Payment required now please 

Registrations to Lyn Henry - 027 232 5003    briarfieldfarm@outlook.co.nz 

 

 

 

 

3 FEBRUARY 

TO 

MID MARCH 

 

THE BIRDS AND 
THE BEES And 

maybe a Bat 
 

 

ART EXHIBITION BY: 

MARIE  REID-BEADLE 
 

@  THE  OWAKA MUSEUM 

THE CATLINS 
MON – FRI  9.30AM TO 4.30PM 

SAT/SUN  10AM – 4PM 

 
 

 

 

New Member
We continue to attract new 
members. At right, signing up in 
December is Stephen Packer. 
His daughter, Jenna Packer, is 
a renowned local artist. We look 
forward to seeing Stephen’s 
artistic creations. 

Featured Artists

Dave Auld, a skilled woodturner, is 
currently exhibiting his work (some 
examples are pictured above). He writes: 
“I have been turning Swamp Kauri bowls 
and working with resin for over 20 years. 
Combining the two took a bit of trial and 
error, especially the raised, encapsulated 
resin, with the results being definitely worth 
the effort. Every inlay, in all of my work, is 
of New Zealand. The wood in the pendants 
is 50,000 yr-old swamp kauri; the paua is 
from the Chatham Islands; the greenstone/
pounamu is from Hokitika.

Being an OAS Featured Artist 
carries the responsibility of being 
an ambassador for the society, 
as well as the opportunity to be 
productive and get feedback 
from the public.

Below: A worn out  Pauline 
Bellamy, after an intense day of 
printmaking, portrait sittings and 
talking to visitors. Brenda Nyhof surrounded by her ‘critters’.

Above: Celia Duff worked on 
beautifully detailed portrait pieces.

Left: Mary Jane Sneyd, fibre 
artist, specialises in portraits, 
people and nudes using different 
stitching and fabric techniques. 
The complexity of some of her 
pieces is astonishing



Editorial comment:    Unless otherwise attributed, all items in the OAS monthly newsletters are compiled by the editor, 
Jenny Longstaff (past President 2013–16). The newsletter is approved by OAS Council before printing and distribution. 
Contributions are welcome: stories, photos, news, exhibitions, tuition etc. 
Please email Jenny to discuss:   j.a.longstaff@gmail.com  or phone her on 021 1326 053.  Deadline: information must arrive a 
week before end of month to appear in following month’s issue.  The OAS Newsletter is printed by Hope and Sons.

Events Calendar

HOPE AND SONS

2020

ENTRIES CLOSE
6 APRIL 2020

ENTRY FEE
ONE ENTRY: $30.00
TWO ENTRIES: $50.00

PRIZES
1ST $5000 | 2ND $3000 | 3RD $2000
PEOPLE’S CHOICE $500

FOR MORE DETAILS
AND THE ENTRY FORM
WWW.OTAGOARTSOCIETY.CO.NZ
OR WWW.HOPEANDSONS.CO.NZ

EXHIBITION
OTAGO ART SOCIETY,
DUNEDIN RAILWAY STATION

2 MAY 2020 – 13 JUNE 2020
OPEN DAILY 10AM - 4PM

ENTRIES NOW OPEN

25% off 
Winsor & Newton

products

57 HANOVER STREET,
DUNEDIN

EMAIL andii@art-zone.co.nz
PH/FAX (03) 477 0211

www.rt-zone.co.nz

ART
ZONE
ART MATERIALS 

PICTURE FRAMING

FOR SALE:  
Printing Press and accessories, 

for $3000.

Dimensions: 
Stands 116 cm high. Bed 120 cm; 

without bed 104 cm.

Please contact Jenny Leyden
leydenz22@gmail.com

MONDAY AND THURSDAY 
PAINTING GROUPS

Artists of all abilities from our 
membership are welcome to join in 
any Thursdays, 10.30 to 3pm. Come 
along and enjoy a few hours of social 
painting. Bring your equipment and 
some lunch, and just enjoy some 
company and swapping ideas. If you 
don’t like working in public, stop by 
for a chat and see what the brave 
ones are up to. Sharing a love of art is 
what the Society is all about.

Sarah Freiburger pictured at a Thursday 
painters’ session.

“Celebrating 
Bird Myths of 
the Pacific”

February 
Exhibition

Woodcuts by 
MANU BERRY 

at 
PeaSea 

Art Gallery,
Port Chalmers.

When submitting items for selection in 
the shop, please label them clearly with 
your name, phone, medium, and price. 

•  ‘Land, sea and skies’
Exhibition of paintings and etchings 
by Heather Maxwell in the Art Zone 
Gallery. A small opening will be held 
at 2pm on Saturday 8th February.
Exhibition runs 9th Feb – 8th March.

•  Love • Buy • Take

Affordable Art, everything under 
$1,000. (Final day 8th Feb. Collect 
unsold works Sunday 9th Feb.)

•  ‘SUMMER SqUARES’, 
sponsored by JW Smeaton 

Receiving Day 9th Feb. 10–4pm.
Bring entry forms and your works 
in to the Hope Gallery. Remember 
D-rings and swing tags, please.

Exhibition Opening Night:
14th February, 6pm.
Exhibition open to public from 
15th February until 14th March. 
(Collect unsold works on Sun. 15th.)

•  MEMBERS’ MEETING, 
Thursday 20th February, 7.00pm 
Pastel techniques demonstration 
by Raimo kuparinen, plus 
presentation by Doug Hart: ‘The 
early history of Art, design and 
technology in English Gardens.’

•  PANZ Pastel Assoc. of New 
Zealand - National Conference
Awards Night 19th March, 6.30pm.
Opens to public Friday 20th March.

•  DOSE – Exhibition by Sophie 
Smith and Nicola Jones – Art Zone 
Gallery 22nd March 12th April.

•  Hope & Sons Art Awards – 
Entries and fees must be in by 6th 
April; Receiving works: 11th April.


